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DOFRA LODGE No. 5775 

We co1nmemmorate 

THE 

CONSECREATION OF THE LODGE 

on 

SATURDAY, 18th FEBRUARY, 1939 

JUBILEl:. COMMITTEE 

W.Bro. 0 . F. Carvell, P.P.S.G.W. 

W.Bro. J. A. Cox, P.P.J.G.O. 

\'\'.Bro. R. G . Pearce 

W.Bro. K. B. Roberts 
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W.M. 
l.P.M. 

SW. 
J.W. 
Chaplain 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
D.C. 
S.D. 
J.D. 
Charity Steward 
Almoner 
A.D.C. 
Organist 
Asst. Sec. 
I.G. 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Steward 
Tyler 

c Bro. R. J. Longley 
c Bro. G. Bell 
c Bro. P. J. Widger 
c Bro. I. E. Saunders 

Bro. D. J. Davies 
Bro. R. B. Voycc 

c Bro. W. C. Birch 
Bro. C. J. Leathcrland 

Bro. B. N. James 
W. Bro. J. H. Casking, P.Prov.G.R<.'g 

OFFICERS 

Bro. P. G. Whitefield 
Bro. D. H. Cook 
W. Bro. H. J. Harris, P.Prov.J.G.D. 
W. Bro. J. A. Cox, P.Prov.J.G.D. 
Bro. R. L. Kesseler 
W. Bro. j. E. Gannon 
Bro. R. Whitefield 
Bro. B. Fox 
W. Bro. P. F. Annis, M.B.E., P.Prov.G.Rt•g. 
W. Bro. E. H. H iggs, P.Prov.G.Swd.B. 
W. Bro. K. B. Roberts 
W. Bro. G. D. Davis, P.Prov.S.G.W. 
Bro. F. Lovegrove 
Bro. K. Miller 
Bro. M. ]. Cox 
Bro. D. M. Martin 
Bro. D. F. Evans 
Bro. A. R. Pestridge 
Bro. M. G. Johnson 
Bro. G E. Hands 
Bro. '.\; L. Baker 
Bro. L. Knight 
Bro. F Smith 

BRETHREN 

Bro. T. Barnes 
Bro. B. S. Fitzgerald 
Bro. P. G. Whitefield 
Bro. A. j. Hayward 
Bro. M. E. Ball 
Bro. G. Owen 
Bro. R. Lovegrove 
Bro. W. H. Booth 

c Country Members 
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Menu 

FLORIDA COCKTAIL 

* * * 

CREAM OF ASPARAGUS SOUP 

* * * 

GOUGON OF PLAICE 

with Tartar Sauce 

* * * 

ROAST CHICKEN 

with Seasoning 

Roast and Creamed Potatoes 

Assorted Vegetables in season 

* * * 
DUTCH APPLE TART AND CUSTARD 

* * * 

ASSORTED CHEESES AND BISCUITS 

* * * 
FRESH FRUIT 

* * * 
COFFEE AND MINTS Cop
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Toasts 

1. The Queen and the Craft 

Proposed by The Worshipful Master 

2. The M.W. The Grand Master, His Royal Highness, The Duke of Kent, 
G.C.M.G., G.C.V.0., A.D.C. 

Proposed by The Worshipful Master 

3. The M.W. Pro Grand Master, The Rt. Hon. Lord Cornwallis, O.B.E., D.L. 
The Rt. Wor. Deputy Grand Master, The Hon. Edward Latham Baillieu, 
The Rt. Wor. Assistant Grand Master, The Rt. Hon. Lord Farnham, 

and the rest of the Grand Officers, Present and Past 

Proposed by the Worshipful Master 

4. The R.W. The Provincial Grand Master, Edward Frederick Hanson, J.P., LLD. (Hon) 

Proposed by W.Bro. P. J. Sexton, P.Prov.G.D. 

5. The V.W. The Deputy Grand Master, Dr. H. John White, J.P., 

The Worshipful Assistant Provincial Grand Masters, 
B. M. Cooper, J.P., Past Senior Grand Deacon, 
R. E. Whitlock, Past Senior Grand Deacon, 
H. W. King, Past Senior Grand Deacon, 
and the rest of the Officers Present and Past of the 

Past Grand Sword Bearer 

Provincial Grand Lodge of Worcestershire and other Provinces 

Proposed by W.Bro. R. G. Pearce 

6. The Worshipful Master 

Proposed by Bro. P. G. Whitefield, S.W. 

7. The Visitors 
Proposed by Bro. D. H. Cook, J.W. 

8. The Tyler's Toast 

Cop
yr

ig
ht

 W
or

ce
st

er
sh

ire
 M

as
on

ic

Li
br

ar
y 

an
d 

M
us

eu
m

 Tr
us

t



3643 
Campbell 
1912 _n 

2724 
St Laurence 
1898 

573 PERSEVERANCE 1850 

4001 
Kings Norton 
1919 

I 
6115 Wythall 5877 

1937 Robin Hood 
1943 

OOFRA Servator 
1945 

7503 
Forester 
1956 

5947 
Lickey Hills 
1944 

7915 
Beacon 
1963 

8323 
Remembrance 
1970 

7543 
Quarry 
1957 

7155 
Credence 
1952 

Fam ii 
252 HAR 

5056 
Northfield 
1928 

h 
5414 
Bromsgrove 
1933 

5743 
Old 
Bromsgrovians 
1938 

6788 
Franchelte 
St Leonard 
1948 

6975 
Holy 
"Veils 
1950 
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Tree 
1NIC 1784 

2385 GODSON 1890 5028 MOSAIC 1928 8942 

5064 
Thistle 
1928 

5600 
Coston 
1935 

I 
5680 
Coronation 
1937 

32 
gley 
33 

212 
:rankley 
ii George 
968 

5846 
Frankley 
Beeches 
1942 

I 

8586 
Tnnity 
1974 

5691 
St George 
1937 

8196 
Weoley 
Castle 
1967 

6455 

CHADOESLEY CORBETI 
1980 

5407 

5635 
Halesowen 
1936 

Halas Abbey 
1933 

8807 
Justice 
Equity 
1977 

6356 
Wernlegh 
Abbey 
1946 

8430 
Perfect•on 
1972 

6031 
Lapa I 
1944 

7037 
Shen stone 
1950 

7104 

8873 
Manor Abbey 
1979 

Old 
Haleson1an 
1951 

6267 Futurity 
Endeavour 1947 
1946 

8506 
Victory 
1973 

I 
8878 
Frederick Hickton 
Griffiths 
1979 

9135 
Oewi Sant 
1984 

LODGE OE~HOWN: 

Number 
Name 
Year of Consecration 

I 
I 
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History of the Lodge 

Introduction 
The attached information is to be n.'.1d as part of our celebrations for our 50th birthd.3) It tS 

not intended to bl' a d,1y-to-day account of .111 that has happened to the Lodge - such an enterpn;:e 
would rt'quire several books! The aim is to record the most important happenings and to giw 
an ovE'rv1l'w of what life has been like over this period, bearing in mind that our formative year:s 
were, unfortunately, those of war. It is ,1lso intended to tell the story of DOFRA LODGE only 
and, for this rNson, details of W.A.M L. .md Northfield Masonic Hall Ltd have been ommitted. 

We must acknowledge the co-opcr,1tion of many people: 
The Members of the Lodge, 
\\'.Bm P. J. Beer, Secretary of Military Jubilee Lodge, 2195 (of Dover), 
\\'.Bro. R. ). Potter, Secretary of Emsworth Lodeg 8574, 
Miss C. Waterman, B.A., A.M.A ., Curator of Dover Museum, 

and cspl'Ci.1lly to 
Mrs J. H. Hall, Assistant Librari,rn ,1t Grand Lodge, for interminable patience in guiding 
me thruugh the records. I called on her many times, sometimes, I am sure, inconveniently, 
but hl'r courtesy and assistancl' never failed. 

Origins 
In 1938, there were a number of members of Military Jubilee Lodge (of Dover) resident in the 
Midlands, and our Lodge was born of a desire to bring these Masons together. Accordingly, 
a petition was submitted supported by Kings Norton Lodge 4001 (with the background support 
of Milit,uy Jubilee) on 18th :"\owmber. 1938, and approved. 

It w.b orignally intended to naml' the new lodge 'DOVER LODGE,' but, at the request of 
the Pro\'lnd.11 Gr,md \faster, the nanws of DOFRA, DOVARRA and DOFRIS were considered, 
and, ,1s we know, DOFRA ,,·as chosen and approved . The name 'DOFRAS' (in Anglo Saxon) 
me.ms 'w,lters' and alludes to the riwr which runs through the town. l lence the appearance 
of Dowr C1stle on our emblem 

Whilst we have always considered, quite rightly, that Kings Norton Lodge is our 'Mother 
I .odgc,' the Brethren will be interrstcd m the Family Tree, so very kindly prepared for us by 
Grand Lodge, which traces our line hark to 252 1 larmonic Lodge, which w,15 consecrated in 1784. 

Consecration 
Consecration tool-: place at Kings Heath Masonic Hall on 18th February, 1939, under the leadership 
of the then Provincial Grand Master, R.W.Bro. General Sir Francis J. Davies, K.C.B., K.C.~1.G ., 
K.C.V.0. , V.L. (Deputy Grand J\.ta-;tt•r) .rnd his Provincial Team: 

W.Bro. Alfred Allen. P.G.D. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deputy Provincial Grand Master 
W.Bro. W. Harvey Gibbs, P.A.Gd S.B. . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Provincial Grand Master 
W.Bro. ). Roland Lo!lg . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Senior W.uden 
W.Bro. L. T. Dallow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Junior W.irden 
W.Rro. Rev. B. H. Green . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Chaplain 
W. Bro. I I. V. Stanton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 
W.Bro. E Wilde . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . D.C. 
W.Bro. C A F. Hastilow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A D.C. 
W.Bro. f. R. Smunonds . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Organist 
W.Bro. 0. L. Bramley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J.C. 

The first and only pre-war meeting took place also at Kmg~ Heath on 18th March, 1939, 
although :-.=orthfield had been disignated our home. 
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First Officers 

It is only right that we should record our first 'team' as follows: 

W.Bro. H. S. Bulmer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . WM. 
Bro. E. G. R. Clements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.W. 
Bro. E. Greenhill . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J.W. 
Bro. L. Hampson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Treasurer 

W.Bro. N. E. Steeley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Charity Steward 
Bro. S. Gordon Jones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Secretary 
Bro. E. G. Jeynes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S.D. 
Bro. B. Drayne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . J.D. 
Bro. W. Frankton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Assistant Secretary 
Bro. W. E. Teague . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . l.G. 
Bro. S. J. Davies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steward 
Bro. J. H. Baker . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steward 
Bro. G. E. Teague . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steward 
Bro. H. R. Glissan . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Steward 
Bro. Sam Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tyler 

The War Years 

fullowing the outbreak of war in September, 1939, the first meeting which could be held was 
that for November, 1939. Considerable disruption persisted - for example, during the heavy 
raids of 1940/41, the meetings for December, 1940, and January, 1941, had to be postponed to 
April and May, 1941, in view of difficulties of travel and blackout. 

At this time, Grand Lodge stressed the need for economy in all things (such as festive board, 
where taken) and, in order to support the war effort, it was suggested that Brethren may like 
to surrender their jewels. A War Relief Fund was brought into being, and, within the Lodge, 
a fund to assist Brethren who may suffer loss through enemy action. 

At the same time, DOFRA agreed that the annual subscription of a Brother serving in H.M. 
furces should be reduced to a guinea (£1 .05) plus dining fee when attending. 

In 1941 the Lodge Benevolent Fund was launched. 

It became the practice that members serving in the furces could attend any Lodge in the 
country, and our records show that in June, 1944, three American servicemen attended our 
meeting. One returned years later on a holiday, and, although I have been able to trace his 
membership in America, I regret that he passed to the Grand Lodge Above a few years ago. 

Our Tylers 

\·\'e have been very fortunate in our Tylers, and we have had three only: 

Sam Price . . . . Royal Navy for 25 years - well known in this Province and also 
Warwickshire - he served us well, but, due to declining health, he had 
to resign. In November, 1947, his place was taken by his son-in-law -

Leslie Barrett . . . Also well known in both the above Provinces. He was unable to enlist, 
but had served with distinction in the Fire Service and Home Guard. 
ln 1972 we were able to acknowledge his 25 years of service. ln 1979 his 
health declined, and he was called to the Grand Lodge Above after 32 
years of Joyal service to us. 

Fred Smith . . . . A friend of Leslie's and an ex-Army man with service dating back to the 
1930s in the Cavalry. He also served in the D-Day landings. He belongs 
to 26 Lodges (in various degrees) and wears his 74 years very well. 
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Our Daughters 

In l<JH we were dble to sporNir a Lodge in our turn, and Lickey l lills Llldge 5947 was cun~ecrated 
on 29th June, 1944. In those days, Lodge furniture and regalia was impossible to obtain, ,1nd 
we Wl'rl' happy to be clble to loan items to thl• new Lodge - which I am happy to report, weri.' 
duly returned! 

In 19"i7 \\t' were once agarn honoured by bcrng a~ked to "POn ... or a further Lodge which 
wa ... 01 iginally to be named 'Hardwick M,mor Lodgt:': At the reque-.t of the Pro\·inaal Grand 
~t.1 ... ter this was changed to 'Quarry Lodgc. ' and thl' number allocated \\a:. 7543. The f1r.;t Master 
and Sl'llior \\arden wen• \\'.Bros. Clements .md Burton, both of D<. )fRA Lodgt>. 

Gift to the Lodge 

All J\1.h<ll1S gi\'e generously to thi.'ir Lodges, and rt would be quite mappwpriate to quote fin,md.11 
gith in thb paper. Of more \'alue however, are items, the manufactur,• of which has entaill•d 
,1 M,i...<m\ own work and thought, and, in this, we have been n~ry lucky. 

\\"e re(eived a cushil1n from Military Jubilee Lodge on our formation, song books and shPets 
from \\'. Bro. Steeley and Bro. Jeynes, a volume of the Sacred Law ,md cushion for the working 
tools from W.Bro. Clements on behalf of his wifr. Many individual collars have ben presented 
by J\ll•mbers dunng their vears of office. 

\\"l' haw been prest•ntt•d with two Lodge B.rnners. The first by Bro. W. G. Hodge in 1942, 
.md the st•cond b~ the Conmtry Class of Rcht>ar.,,11 111 1963. Over the years the generosity of 
this Class oi Rehearsal h,1s been unstinting. 

\\<' hc1W recein:•d g.wds from \\'.Bro. E J. Houldl'Y and Bro. H . R. Ghssan (both founders), 
the l,1ller also makrng our ..:harity box. 

Bro. D. lfodgctts g,wc us a cupboclrd for our regcllia, etc, and \\'.Bro. Jim Covington made 
our Lodge Board \\ ith his own hands on his kitchen table at homt!! 

A partirul.ir gift of the ~taster's Apron came from \\'.Bro. Fred Annis (father of Peter. one 
lli t•ur P.1st ~tasters) 11 ho. ,1lth11ugh officially ,, guest of the Lodge, has been so often and is 
"l' lll11\'ersall\' lm·ed . 

Charity 
Unfortunately some ot thl' C'Mly records are not ,w,1ilable, but we haw supported four Provincial 
rt'stivJI., \\'hich have pmduced from the Lodgl' thl' following contributions: 

IQ.tO . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. ~1inimal 
1<J:;fi ..... .. ......................... . . . ............................... £ 716 
1969 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. £4632 
1 Q82 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £833.t 

\\'e l1<1w become a Patron Lodge of the R.M.B.J., R.M.l.B. and R.M.l.G., and a grand Patron 
of thC' hospital. In addition, we have given lo ,1 number of national (non-t-.1asonic) charities. 

Our R.\\'. Provincial Gr,md Master's desire to raise a Home for the Aged in Worcestershire 
pro\'idt.>d us with a stern lhallenge, but we are happy to report tht' naming of a flat in Ellard 
House, Hanson Court, <i' the Dofra Rat. 

The Future 
From humble beginnings J.)Qi;RA LODGE continues to prospt!r with strength in numbers and 
tot,11 commitment to all things Masonic. 
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W. !Im. II S. /J11/1111'r, 
I' U . l/()IJ I Pr1J1·.AJ ;,.<;,.,. 

II. !Im. F ./ l/011/d1·11. 
I' If 4fi.!(} ( \\"11 rk.,) !ifiOfl. 
f'nll' <i.Stwd 

II ' /tm . .\'1J1w1111 F:. Stn·/1·11. 

fo'OUNDERS 
nm. f:. u u. <·1t·11w11/.\ 
/Jm f.'. (inn1hi// 
nm. I. 1/111111•-'"'' 
/ltT,, .~-. fi11n/t111 .fflltf'S 

/Jm f:. < i . .J1·11m·s 
nm. fl l>n111111· 

I' \f. 4()(}/. 
PAST MASTERS 

W. Bro. H. S. Bulmer. P.M. 4001, J'.l'ror.G. W. 
W. Bro. Lt. Col. N. E. SteP/ey, T.D., P.M 4001, P.Prol'.G. W. 
W Bm. F. .J. llou/dey, 329, l'.M. 4620, P.M . .5fif>O, 

P.M. 5947, P.Prm•.G. W.,P.Prodi.811711. Wks., Wtml'icks 
W. Bm. E.G. R. Clemertts, 219.5, 6880, P.M. 7.511.'J, P.Prot>.G. W. 
W. Bm. W H. Thursfie/d, P.M. 4846. l'.M. 5600, P.Pro1-.<J. W. 
W !Jm. E. Greenhill,P.M. 4(XJ/, P.PrtmG. W. 
W. Bm. S. Gordon Jones 
lk Bro. E. G. Jeynes, P.PrrmG.D. 
W. Bro. W. f'ronkUm, P.Prot'.G./). 
W. Bro. L. Hampson, P.Prot•.G.D. 
W. Bm. Herbert G. Harris, P •• '11. 5600, P.Jf .598(), P.Pror.G.D. 
W Bro. E. B. R. Mercer, P.PnmG.Supt. Wks. 
W. Bro. W w: Franktu11 
IV. Bm. H. Jforton Lou:, P.PronA. 0. Reg 
W Bm. R Turner, 754'1,P.Prot'.G.D 
W Bm. H. R. Bo:vden. P.M. 5768 
IV. Bm .• J. ll. Beardmore, P.Prot>.G.D. 
W. Bm. C . .I. Beekes, P.Prov.G.D. 
W. Bl'O. G. C. Upton,P.Prov.A.G.D.C. 
W. Bm. D. Hodgetts, 7274, P.PlYJt'.A.G.SttlB. 
W. Brv.J. W./ennings. P.Pratt.G.Re!J 

H W. Bro. E. H. Hartley, P.Prov.G.Std.B. 
W. Bm. ./. Brodie-Browne, !J.J, Sr., 6889, P.Jt. 682J, 45-38, 

P.Prot.S.G. W, P.Prot• G.Su·d.B. (Wnrks) 
W. Bro. W. P. G. Jfackee, P.Pro1 .. A.G.Supt Wks. 

c \\'. Bro H B. Burton, 6889, P.M. 7!>4:1, P Prov.G D 
(' W. Bro. P.J.Sexton.1452. P Prov.G l>. 

W. Bro. Lt . Col. G.D. Davis, 0.SU , TD , P.Prov.S.G. W. 
Ir. Bm. G. Lamb, P.Prm•.G.SuJ>t. IHi.,. 

H W. Bro. H. Lamb, 0.B.E., BA. 802!!, P Prov.G .Reg. 
II' Hrn. H. L. Wtt ii''·'· I' Pn11•.S.<l. II'. 
W Bro.D.J.Covington,P.Prov .. J c; \\" 
W. Bm. K H. Bassett,P.Prov.G.RP!J. 

II W. Bro. D.J. Hodgett.s, P.Prov.A.G.Supt.Wks. 
W. Bl'O. E. Rutheiford 
W. Bro. C.H. Set'em, 6889, 9142, P.Prot'.G.Rey. 
W. Bro. W. H. Wanley, B.E.M .. P.Prov .. J.c;w. 
W. Bro. P. F.Annis, M.B.E., 688!1, P.Prov.G.Rcg. 

c W. Bro. L. H. Heathcock,8881, P.Prov CU?eg. 
W. 8l'O. B. J Deuman, 6889, P.Prot'.S.G.D. 
\\'. Bro.J.A.:'\ason, P.M.8323, 68!!9,9142, P Prov.G RPg. 
W. Bro. R H. S. IVoolliams, P.Prot~G.D. 
IV. Bro. 8 . Goldma11,P.Pro1·.A<T.D.C. 

c W. Bro. M. Price, P.ProvJ.G.D. 
W. Bro. L. W Tate, P.Prov. A.G.D.C. 
W. Bro.J. H.Gasking, P PrO\ .G.lfrg 
W. Bro. E. H. Higgs, P Prov.G Swd.B. 
W. Bro.J. A. Cox, 6889, P.Prov,l.G.D. 
W. Bro. H.J. Harris, P.Prov.J.G.D. 
W. Bro. R. J. Covington, P.Prov. A.D.C'. 

W.Bro.D.F.Carvcll,6889,9142,1' l'r'O\ s.c;.w. 
W. Bro. H G.Johnson,'3gi)9 l' . l'rcl\ .:\.C;.n.c .
W. Bro. R. G. Pearce, 6889 
W Bro. K. B. Roberts. 6889 
\\ Bro .I E. Gannon 

Tim W. Fn111k/1111 
flm. W f,'. 1i'llqiw 
nm s ./ flt11·i1·s 
!Im ./ II fJ;ik1·r 
flm <I f:. 11•1111111• 
/l1» II H. <iii.'·""' 

lfl40 

194 1 
1!)42 
l!l4:3 
1!144 
19-1!) 
l!l46 
1947 
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R ResiROCd c Country Members 
Th•• s1. l.<turl.'nce Lodge oflnstn1clion m<'('IS at the :\la::;onic Hall. '.\'.orthfield. on th<' first and 
thml \londays in <'ach month,Sq1tm1ht•rto April, indusiw.at 7.00 p.m . All Masll'r Ma.">Ons 
a.rt• digibk for nwmhership. 
Any Hrot her who knows t•f illness or dtsl r<•ss of one of our Brethrrn i-. r~qut•st<'<l to inform 
tlw Worshipful Master. 
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